
A Message from the Ministry for the Common Good 
 

The 7th  anniversary of Pope Francis’ Encyclical letter Laudato Si: On Care for our Common Home takes 
place on May 24th. Laudato Si Week is celebrated annually in appreciation of the 2015 Encyclical letter in 
which the Pope says, “The entire material universe speaks of God’s love”. Pope Francis has helped 
Catholics understand the connection people have to the whole of creation and that caring for Earth 
community is central to mission. “All of us can 
cooperate as instruments of God for the care of 
creation.” 
 

Throughout the world, organizations are embracing the 
concept  in thought and action in caring for God’s 
creation.  The following reflection is and excerpt is from 
an Unbound sponsor and community member, Bridget 
Barry: 
 

Everything is Connected 

We care for creation for various reasons. One is that  

we want to continue to enjoy the seasons and their 
beauty for years to come.  We want to promote and preserve their  goodness for future generations.  
 

Love for all God has created is engrained in Catholic Social Teaching. As Pope Francis said,  

“Everything is connected. Concern for the environment  thus needs to be joined to a sincere love for our 
neighbor and an unwavering commitment to resolving the problems of society.” 
 

The Unbound community understands that connection and we celebrate those whose efforts to improve 
their own lives are in harmony with efforts to improve the environment. We celebrate people like Zulema 
in Bolivia, who provides for her children (two of whom are sponsored through Unbound) by walking for 
hours to search for items to recycle for income.  
 

In making good from what others discard, Zulema and others in the Unbound community teach us to 
appreciate what we have — and to understand what we might lose.  

 

Join us in prayer for of our environment  from Pope Francis' encyclical Laudato Si': 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures.  
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,  

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.  

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day.  
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 

https://www.columban.org.au/our-work/peace-ecology-and-justice/ecological-justice/columban-resources-to-support-laudato-si

